
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Pietro Sasso       

Department: Educational Leadership    Phone Number: (618) 350-3278 

E-mail Address: psasso@siue.edu                               Campus Box: 1125 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position. In addition, the faculty member may be willing to mentor an additional, 

unfunded student. 

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

This professor will be taking 1 additional, unfunded student 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [ X ] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [ X ] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [ X ] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  
6-9 

(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    No. 

 

Location of research/creative activities:  
Department of Educational Leadership, AH 1121 

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
The National Center for Education Statistics (2012a) stated that, “Between 2000 and 2010, the number of 18- to 24-

year-olds increased from 27.3 million to 30.7 million, an increase of 12 percent” (para 4). Additionally, the 

percentage rate of males attending college immediately following high school has increased from 53% in 1975 to 

63% in 2010 (National Center for Education Statistics, 2012b). However, the primary concern is related to 

persistence as male student retention is decreasing and degree attainment is being proportionally outpaced by 

underrepresented minorities within the last biennium (Sasso & DeVitis, 2015). A body of foundational theories 

explains the lack of directionality for college men within the contemporary era as purported by Kimmel (2008). 

Kimmel and Messner (2010) illuminate this concern by stating: “the important fact of men’s lives is not that they are 

biological males, but that they become men. Our sex may be male, but our identity as men is developed through a 

complex process of interaction with the culture…” (p. xvii). It is this journey or process into “manhood” and 

defining masculinity that is a rite of passage which is uncharacteristically defined within the current body of theories 

and research.  

     

   The purpose of this study will be to investigate the conceptualization of masculinity and its relevance among 

traditional male undergraduate students. This study was guided by three primary research questions:  

   1. How is identity constructed by men and affected by experiences in college as an undergraduate student?  

   2. What are the shared experiences of the researcher and the participants through self-disclosure to enhance the 

understanding of the experiences and meaning associated with identity?  

   3. What behaviors and strategies to men engage in to facilitate or reinforce their own development?  

   The study will be conducted utilizing a social constructivist paradigm to examine the experiences co-constructed 

by traditional male undergraduates and their meaning. One of the tenets of social constructivism is that there are 

multiple realties present and no one true reality of alcohol use by fraternity members exists (Patton, 2002). It is 

assumed the social experiences created by traditional undergraduate men will differ the meaning and purpose of 

masculinity exists solely based on the reality constructed by the individuals. The researcher as an observer was also 

viewed as a participant in this study and employed the use of the ethnographic research tradition. The ethnographic 

research tradition for this qualitative study was selected to obtain a personal narrative of the researcher related to the 

beliefs and practices of others to gain a deeper understanding of male undergraduate culture (Creswell, 2007). 



Therefore, the researcher’s own cultural experiences are reflected upon those being observed to critically understand 

the culture and provide insight into the study as a shared experience between the researcher and the participants. 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 
- The student will assist in participant recruitment for study  

   - The student will assist in literature review  

   - The student will review relevant research related to masculinity and gender  

   - The student will co-facilitate focus groups and/or an individual interview  

   - The student will assist in qualitative coding 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 

- The student will gain an understanding of masculinity in the college context through participation in focus group 

and individual interviews  

   - The student will gain a foundational understanding of ethnographic research methods as measured by serving as 

the field note scribe  

   - The student will gain a conceptual understanding of qualitative data analysis through participation as the second 

coder  

   - The student will gain project management skills through serving as a participant recruiter and managing research 

schedule 

 

Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

Available is flexible for research, but a student research assistant is needed who can facilitate individual interviews 

and focus groups during the day, weekends, or evenings. Typically, these will take place on weekdays in the 

afternoon or evening. 

  

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation?  
All research activities will be focus groups and individuals, which will take place on campus. 

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

The student should be an upperclassman student who has completed a portion of their major and interested in gender 

development of young adult, college men. 
 
Other requirements or notes to applicants:   

The interested student should have a sociable disposition and an understanding of popular and alternative culture. A 

strong capacity to conceptualize research and summarize research is important. 

 

 


